
 
 

 

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST 

Conversations About Higher Education 
Dear Colleagues, 

As I mentioned in my message of the first week of classes, to help strengthen connections in the Lehigh community, I would like to organize some informal, in-person conversations around current 
topics in higher education for faculty and staff. I don’t intend for the conversations to be specifically Lehigh-focused, but rather I hope that we will discuss how universities are contributing to and being 
shaped by what’s happening in our country and the world. 

In addition to strengthening our community and helping us to better make the future of Lehigh together. I want to have these conversations because I enjoy talking about higher education and I hope that 
others do as well. Sometimes an interesting conversation starts with an observation—for example, the majority of college students in the US attend a college that admits more than than 70% of its 
applicants. This is an important fact about higher education in the US and it’s also surprising to many people. Other times, conversations about higher education start with a novel perspective or 
proposal or from something in our own experience in teaching or research. 

I care deeply about higher education and the impact that we have on students and on the world. I believe that more education, more training, more research and more understanding are needed in our 
society—all things that universities like Lehigh can and should provide. While higher education is facing significant challenges, I believe that universities and a college education are more important now 
than at any time in history. I think that it’s important for us as a university community to talk with each other on issues like these. 

I have identified some dates, times and locations for the first of these conversations: 

September 19th at Noon. Location TBD - ASA Packer Campus 
October 20th at 8AM. Location TBD 

I have no idea of how many people will be interested in joining, so I would ask you to RSVP for the September 19th conversation if possible so we don’t end up in a room that’s too big or too small. 

For the first conversation I would like to talk about the value of higher education for individuals and for communities/society. Some articles that might serve as background for this discussion 
are at the top of this google doc. The document also contains links to articles on education that may serve as a starting point for future discussions. If you plan to attend on the 19th, try to read at least 
one of the linked articles - such as this one that came out this week. I am interested in suggestions for topics for future discussions. 

To make time for these conversations and in the spirit of making decisions to stop doing some things, I will not be holding open “office hours” this semester. I look forward to seeing some of you on 
September 19th. 

Best, 
Nathan  

 

https://strategicplan.lehigh.edu/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/07/03/opinion/for-most-college-students-affirmative-action-was-not-enough.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/07/03/opinion/for-most-college-students-affirmative-action-was-not-enough.html
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2022-11-17-can-a-group-of-mit-professors-turn-a-white-paper-into-a-new-kind-of-college
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2022-11-17-can-a-group-of-mit-professors-turn-a-white-paper-into-a-new-kind-of-college
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?content=reviews&isbn=9780674035300
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?content=reviews&isbn=9780674035300
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCRsNZtDU0_Wc6So50XR7qUceinkgaB0o8sA3vYByTVACGEA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-CVJ-d1O6QuQYMYSUaYE0nl30KzqifOeaQQ4xsxH36w/edit
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/05/magazine/college-worth-price.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare



